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Pastoral Perspective

To the Bethel Murdoch Family,

March is here and with that comes the
March Madness of Lent. 1t’s a petiod of
time where we can raise our game as Chris-
tians. It’s a time to dig deep and really push
ourselves to move forward in our life of
faith. It’s not just another month on the
calendar, but rather, should be distinctly
different. You should always push yourself,
but during the season of Lent, you are to go
above and beyond.

We have adult Sunday School, Sunday
morning Worship, and Wednesday evening
Worship to offer you a variety of educa-
tional and worship opportunities. Please
take advantage of what we have to offer. In
addition, do something on your own. Read
the Bible, study a devotional, or spend
more time in prayer. Do something, any-
thing, to develop your faith. I promise you
won’t regret it.

People always want to know if they should
give up something for Lent as a sacrifice.
My answer to that is yes and no. Whatever
it is that you are doing or not doing, should
bring you closer to God. If giving up
chocolate does that, great, but if it’s just a
token gesture, then it’s pretty pointless on
your part. The goal should be to decrease
the negative in your life and increase the

positive. How you go about doing that is
up to you.

During this season of Lent, our church
will be focusing on the five senses. I will be
giving up one of them, each week, for a pe-
riod of time, and then the following Sunday
will focus on that sense. Some will probably
be easier than others, but I can assure you,
if you do it, it will be a sacrifice that will
bring you closer to God.

Our Wednesday night Lenten Services will
also be different this year, as we will be cele-
brating the Sacrament of Holy Communion.
Each week, Communion will be celebrated
in a different way, with a theme to go along
with that particularly practice. The various
methods include: intinction, kneeling, wine,
different breads, as well as our traditional
style. The goal is to grow in our faith and
also learn more about the various Commun-
ion practices of Christians around the
world.

All of this will lead up to our Easter Cele-
bration. In order to truly understand it,
though, and truly appreciate it, you need to
put forth the effort to get there. Lent gives
you the opportunity to do that.

In Christ,
Pastor Frank

Sunday School Update

Sunday School is available every Sunday
morning for kids and adults. Classes begin
at 9:30 am and are about a half hour to forty
minutes long. The little ones are learning
some cool Bible stories as well as creating
pictures and projects. The sessions also in-
volve sharing and taking turns and being po-
lite to others. Stop by.

Meanwhile the adult class has quite a treat
as Pastor Frank is partnering with Pastor

Rick Warren to present the video series
“Gods Answers to Life’s Difficult Ques-
tions.” Lessons include questions and an-
swers to help us see difficult situations in our
lives in a new light and teach us to seek
other ways of managing things that seem to
overwhelm us. If you're not there or haven't
been able to sit in on the classes, you are
really missing out. Please try to attend and
participate. It's well worth the effort.
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Relay for Life

The mission committee will once
again be putting together a Bethel
Murdoch team to participate in
our fifth annual Relay for Life!
Relay for Life is sponsored by the
American Cancer Society and
helps raise awareness and funds
for cancer. It will begin Saturday,
May 15 at 12pm and end Sunday,
May 16 at 7am at the Lebanon
fairgrounds. You do not have to
be there the entire time, we will
have a sign up sheet with half hour
increments for walking. There’s
plenty of food, beverages, activi-
ties, and fellowship so it’s a great
time to bring the whole family out
while supporting (cont. pg. 3)
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BMPC Youth Group

On Sunday, February 7, the youth group

met at Lazer Craze for two rounds of laser
tag. We had nine teenagers participate in
these fun games. Thanks to the Waits for
planning and coordinating this event for
us!

Next up our youth will be volunteering
with our Angel Food Ministries program
on Saturday, March 20. They will need
to be at BMPC at 6:30am!!ll They will
be going to Countryside church to pick
up the food from the semi-truck, take it
back to the church and unload, and then
distribute the food. They will need to
dress very, very warmly, as they will be
outside for at least one hour picking up
the food (layers of clothes, heavy jacket,
warm shoes, gloves, hat, etc). We will
have breakfast for them. Please, please,
please let Stephanie know ahead of time

if you are attending and bringing

friends — we’ve got to make sure there
are enough people in order for this to
run smoothly.

Count Your Blessings ....2010 BMPC VBS Program

COUNT YOUR BLESSINGS AND
SHARE WITH OTHERS AROUND
THE WORLD

The time is here when we must be-
gin assembling thoughts and materials
for our Vacation Bible School. Times
have been determined and the actual
dates are Monday, July 19th through
Friday, July 23rd, and concluding with
our presentation to family and friends
during Sunday morning worship on
July 25th. The sessions will be held in
the evenings from 6 pm to 8:30 pm,
Monday through Friday. Our theme
is an international look at children
around the wotld, how we are alike
and how we are different. We will
look at our many blessings and what
we can do to make others lives easier.
We are creating our own material this
year. This is not just a cost saving
measure, but it also affords us an op-
portunity to share our ideas and
global knowledge as we all learn to-
gether.

We will first meet Mei-Ling from
China and the Bible story for this day
is from the gospel of Mark "Let the
children come to me and learn of my
ways." Next we will travel to Kenya
to meet our new friend Amaziah and

learn about the story of the Good Sa-
maritan (from 1st John), showing how
we must use actions along with our
kind words to truly become children of
God. On the third day we go to Ger-
many and our new friend is Brunhilda.
The story this day is about Zacchaeus
(from Luke), and how even though he
was small and not well liked Zacchaeus
wanted to know Jesus and do his will.
The story shows how God will give us
a task and the strength to complete it.
On Thursday we meet Manuel from
Chile and find out how to listen for
God's words. We use the story of Je-
sus's visit to the home of Mary and
Martha (from Luke) to discover how
we become so busy we can't hear God's
voice or see our blessings or do what
He needs us to do. Lastly, on Friday
we go the the USA and find our
friend Alice. We will be learning the
parable of the Sower (from Matthew)
and see how we can feed the world by
sowing seeds of love. How some seeds
grow and prosper and others fall on
poor ground, but that we should never
give up being a blessing to children and
peoples everywhere.

The decorating committee (Kathy F.,
Carol D. and Nancy McKeehan) are

already racking their brains and would
appreciate ideas and things that could
be loaned to enrich our displays and
help the children really see what

their new friends see every day. If you
have been to these countries and
could contribute something let these
ladies know. Our food committee
(Marty B., Sue F. & company) is con-
cerned the children may not like or
won't eat foods from other countries.
We will probably only present one
food from each country (such as for-
tune cookies from China or fruit from
Chile) and then serve our regular
menus each day. Last year the re-
sponse in food donations was won-
detful and I don't believe any money
was spent feeding the kids. Thank
you for your past generosity. While
we do have persons interested in do-
ing crafts and games (ideas are wel-
come here also), we do not have all
our teaching staff in place. In
addition, more members are welcome
to help on any of the committees. We
have a place for you. Please consider
helping anywhere you can. More
details on VBS later. We're off to a
great startl



LIGHT UNTO OUR PATH

ILenten Schedule 2010

Following is the schedule for our remaining Lenten Services. We will once again al-
ternate our services between Pleasant Plain & Bethel Murdoch. All services will begin
at 7:00pm with the exception of the Maundy Thursday Service and our Easter Sunrise
Service.
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March 3: Pleasant Plain Presbyterian

March 10:  *Bethel Murdoch Presbyterian

March 17:  Pleasant Plain Presbyterian

March 24:  *Bethel Murdoch Presbyterian

April 1:  Maundy Thursday will begin with a light supper in the fellowship hall @

5:30pm

Good Friday Service 7:00pm

Sunrise Service 7:30am

Easter Breakfast 8:30am

Easter Morning Worship Service 10:45am

*Light refreshments will be offered at our church following our Lenten Service.
Please bring a finger food or snack to share.

April 2:
April 4:

The 11th
Commandment

Confirmation Class
Starting Soon

“Thou shalt not mess with stuff
that does not belong to thineself.”

Our church volunteers
work very hard preparing

} for various events by setting
! up, organizing, and decorat-
ing. In order to help aid in
their efforts, please do not
remove things that do not belong to
you, eat food that is not brought for
you, or do anything else to hinder the
hard work and dedication of these in-
dividuals. Failure to comply with this
request will result in the wrath of
God.

Is your son or daughter asking about
church membership? Do they demon-
strate an appreciation and understanding
of the basic tenets of Christianity? Are
they spiritually mature? If so, then they
are ready for Confirmation Class. This
class is designed for youth who are ready
to take that next step. 1f interested,
please speak with Pastor Frank.

Going to Campton

Another trip to Campton is being
planned for sometime in March. If you
have items you would like to donate,
please see Anne Fritz.

Those We Care About And Miss

Viola VanOsdol
Loveland Health Care Center
Loveland, OH 45140

William Anthony (Tony) Robinson
Largo Health and Rehab Center
Room 123

9035 Brian Dairy Road

Latgo, Florida 33777

Floyd Denney

Meadow Brook Care Ctr.
8211 Weller Rd
Cincinnati, OH 45242

Ann Zabriskie (Barb Rolke’s Mom)
8 Boathouse Rd
Hampton Bays, NY 11946
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Relay for Life con

a great cause. The overall theme this
year is “Board Games”, and team
campsite theme will be “Life”. We
have won “Best Campsite” for 3 out
of the 4 years, so expect another
great campsite this year. We will
again have a Sunday morning sun-
rise service at 5:30am and Pastor
Frank will be doing the service!
Please watch for an information ta-
ble in the fellowship hall for ways
you can participate and if you are
interested on being part of the core
planning/fundraising team please
see Stephanie Rupnik. We also have
a team website where you can make
donations, buy luminaties, or sign-
up to be on our team. Last year we
raised a little over $2,500! Also, if
you are a cancer survivor there is a
special luncheon and ceremony for
you that we would love for you to
attend. You will need to pre-register
for this. You can visit www.
relayfotlife.org/lebanon for more
info, make a donation, or purchase
luminaries. Please join us for this
great event!

Scout Sunday

Scout Sunday
was celebrated at
BMPC on Sunday,
February 14th.
Our special thanks
to the Scouts and
their leaders for
taking part in our
service.

Dan Stacey
6565 West Road
Maineville, Ohio 45039

JoanneSmith
9690 Waterford Place Apt. 104
Loveland, OH 45140
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March Birthday’s & Anniversaries

The members of Bethel Murdoch
Church would like to take this opportu-
nity to wish each of you a Happy Birth-

"And all who have been united with
Christ in baptism have been made like

. Him."

day or a Happy Anniversary on your Galatians 3:27
special day!

1 Adam Waits 13 Sara Waits

2 Weldon & Connie Adams 13 Patt% Stiets

2 Josette Little 15 Christopher Hassert

4 Mike Schepers 22 Andrew Waits

6 Susan Fields 24 Roger McHugh

6 Stacie Biggs 29 Dan Stacey

11 Melody Volkman 30 Sam Walker

Phoebe Eikelberger

During WWI, a young soldier in the
Argonne Porest stood facing the cold
in a battle field in France. He said
“What a way to spend my twenty fifth
birthday!” In a farmhouse on Rt. 48
and across from Volkman’s home, a
mother was giving birth to her third
daughter that day. This man joked
later, “Little did I know that this red,
squalling baby was being born on my
birthday and would grow up to ruin the
rest of my life.” He married that little
baby years later. Her name was
Phoebe. (Phoebe’s husband died in
1960)

When Phoebe was fifteen months old
her father died at the age of forty six.
Her mother held little Phoebe in her
arms as she stood at the graveside. That
cold and icy day she returned to the
farm and accepted the challenge of rais-
ing three young daughters by maintain-
ing the old brick homestead, milking
seventeen cows, raising and preserving
their food and selling their farm goods
to provide the cash to keep her family
going. Phoebe’s Dad (Isaac Newton
Miller) had bought the farm, unseen,
for $1,000.00 while playing checkers
with friends one evening. He had re-
turned home and told his wife they
were moving to Warren County, Ohio.
They moved from Indiana by horse
and buggy and drove their horses and
cattle along with them. After her hus-
band’s funeral, Mrs. Miller overheard

her family suggesting she would have to
give her little daughter to someone else
to raise. The young widow tactfully sug-
gested that the cars were ready to leave
for Butler County and they might as well
“get going.”

Obviously, Phoebe’s Mom was her
mentor and the Phoebe we love today is
a mirror image in many ways. A
Momism which Phoebe quotes, “Any
man who up and dies and leaves a
woman with three daughters to run a
farm alone ought to be shot!” (Does that
sound like anyone you know?) In wist-
ful, reminiscent bits of information are
revealed the deep admiration and re-
spect that formed the character of this
little girl as she matured. She helped
with dishwashing. That took three dish
pans and a tea kettle kept hot. She
learned that lye burns your hands and
arms but it has to be dealt with if you
want to have soap. She watched her
Mom organize a thick ledger which re-
corded the gestation of each cow and
the costs of grain and receipts from the
stockyards. When a need had to be met
and money was shott, she watched her
Mom fill a crate with chickens to be
hauled off for emergency cash. That
paid the bill for clothes, shoes and basics
when the postman delivered them from
the much turned pages of the Montgom-
ery & Wards and Sears catalogues.

A good student, but impatient reader,
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Phoebe relied on a tired but diligent
Mom to read the books for never-
ending book reports. Phoebe filled out
the forms and filled in the embellish-
ments. Her grades were always good,
with her good memory serving her to-
day as well as then. (Never challenge
her on Wheel of Fortune or Million-
aire).

School was in Maineville on Foster
Maineville Road, where the old fire-
house now stands. For a year she at-
tended Morrow High and then
switched to Kings Mill because her
married sister lived there and she
stayed with her during the week. On
Mondays she was sent back to her sis-
ter carrying a cast iron pot with a
stuffed chicken inside. Her Mother
sent her off with the pot lid secured
with a garter and the words, “This is to
pay your board for the week.”

Fun was easy enough to come by be-
cause good times could be so simple.

A childhood friend, Mary Elizabeth,
who will soon be ninety, shares memo-
ries of sitting on the front porch in
their “pantywaists” with a handful of
green onions and a salt shaker as a
pleasant way to pass the time.

Phoebe had the joy of children, Sara,
Joe, Kay and Tom and Mea. Sara is our
Sara Tracy who shares her Mom’s ready
smile and enhances the back right cor-
ner area of the church when she is not
in Florida. Mia is frequently in atten-
dance at our events. Eight Grandchil-
dren and two Great Grandchildren are
further extensions in the Eichelberger
family.

There is a love like in “LOVE!” in
Phoebe’s life. I had to push hard to
write about her instead of her husband
of the last thirty seven years, Charlie.
“He is so intelligent. He can do any-
thing. If I mention anything I might
want, he remembers and makes it hap-
pen.” I know he is a hopeless romantic
and does crazies like surprise little soft-
shoe dances and lots of hugs. Phoebe
knows she admired some porches on a
drive on their standard Friday night
“dates” and shortly thereafter, the
shrubbery disappeared, concrete was
poured and she now has a big porch
which she thoroughly enjoys. (Eat
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March 2010

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6
Tri-Church Lenten YAH Lunch-
Bowling Service eon 12:00pm
7:00pm 7:00pm Prayer Group
Pleasant 6:15pm
Plain Choir 7:00pm
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
Sun. School Tri-Church Lenten Ser- Prayer Group | Angel Food
9:30am Bowling vice 7:00pm 6:15pm Order Dead-
Worship 7:00pm BMPC Choir 7:00pm | line
Service
10:45am
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
Sun. School Tri-Church Lenten Ser- Prayer Group | Angel Food Angel Food
9:30am Bowling vice 7:00pm 6:15pm Set-up Pick-up
Worship 7:00pm Pleasant Session 6:30
Service Plain Choir 7:00pm
10:45am
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
Sun. School Tri-Church Lenten Ser- Prayer Group
9:30am Bowling vice 7:00pm 6:15pm
Worship 7:00pm BMPC Choir 7:00pm
Service Committee
10:45am Night 7:00
28 29 30 31 April 1 |April 2
Sun. School Tri-Church Maundy Good Friday
9:30am Bowling Thursday Service
Worship 7:00pm 5:30pm 7:00pm
Service
10:45am

Please check the bulletin inserts and office calendar for additional information on committee meeting etc. this month.



= N
Bethel Murdoch

Presbyterian Church
9602 Murdoch Goshen Road
Loveland, OH 45140

Visit us at:

Www.thebmpc.org

Our Mission Statement:

Bring People to Jesus,
Educate them in God's truth.

Teach them to love God and each other,

Heal the brokenhearted
Enjoy God and each other, and
Live worshipful lives

Phoebe Eikelberger (continued)

your heart out, Ladies).

Church was always there and a given.
On Saturday evenings in the old brick
farmhouse with its’ homemade bricks
on Rt. 48, three pretty girls blackened
their shoes and folded white socks on
top for the Sunday morning walk to
Maineville Methodist. Phoebe attended
church there for eighty- two years. Af-
ter visiting Bethel Murdoch one Sunday,
the Hikelbergers never left us. Coming
in and looking around at familiar faces,
mostly Walkers, Phoebe and Charlie
both felt they were home. They felt
welcomed, loved and nurtured. Phoebe
enjoys her chats with Pastor Frank
when he calls and if the conversation
lags she does not hesitate to query,
“Well Frank, do you want to ask me
how you are doing?’. That must go OK
because Frank regularly calls her back.

Is life all happy when you are almost
ninety and had a rough beginning?
“Absolutelyl, I think about my kitchen
with all the matched appliances and 1

remember three dish pans and a kettle.
Soap is pretty and smells good and it
doesn’t have to be cooked in a kettle.
My family does well and I know about
it even when it is at a distance. I have
a husband who continues to endear
himself with little sayings like, “Babe, I
got you Babe” when little problems
arise. I believe our Church does well
and will continue to do well. If I could
change anything in the world I would
ask that people respect each other, not
be judgmental and love each other
morte but, wait, someone already said
that, didn’t He? I’ve known Him for
years. No wonder I stay happy!”

Carol Cobb
February 19, 2010

*Note: Pastor Frank said that it was only
fitting that Phoebe’s story should continne on
the “BACK?” of our newsletter . . ..we all
know how Phoebe loves to write on the back
of envelopes!



